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1. IP THERE EVER WAS ANY DOUBT, POUR DAYS OP COMMEMORATIVE 
EVENTS IN ATHENS (BEING REPORTED BY SEPTEL), AND SIMILAR 
ACTIVITIES IN ALL MAJOR GREEK CITIES, HAVE ESTABLISHED THAT 
THE VIOLENCE AND BLOODSHED AT THE ATHENS POLYTECHNION 
UNIVERSITY TWO YEARS AGO HAVE ASSUMED THE PROPORTIONS OF A 
NATIONAL SYMBOL IN THE EYES OP GREEKS AND, IN PARTICULAR, 

GREEK YOUTH. THE VAST MAJORITY OP GREEKS WHO DID NOTHING 

TO OPPOSE THE JUNTA NOW COMMEMORATE THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

POLYTECHNION, THE ONE CONCRETE INSTANCE OP POPULAR 

RESISTANCE TO THE JUNTA, AND IN CELEBRATING IT ATONE 

IN PART POR THEIR ACQUIESCENCE DURING SEVEN YEARS OP MILITARY 

DICTATORSHIP. 
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2. THE COMMEMORATION OF THE NOVEMBER 1973 EVENTS AT 
THE POLYTECHNION IS THUS ON ONE LEVEL A NATIONAL CELE- 
BRATION OF DEMOCRACY. THE SPEECHES AND FESTIVALS AND 
MASSIVE NEWSPAPER COVERAGE IN CONNECTION WITH THE POLY- 
TECHNION ANNIVERSARY WERE INTENSE AND TOOK PLACE THROUGH- 
OUT GREECE. THE PARTICIPANTS IN THESE ACTIVITIES 

RANGED ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. SYMBOLIC OF THIS 
NATIONAL CONSENSUS WAS THAT THE GOVERNMENT ITSELF, IN 
THE PERSON OF MINISTER OF EDUCATION ZEPPOS, DEPOSITED A 
FLORAL WREATH AT THE SCHOOL, EVEN THOUGH THE EVENTS 
THERE, LIKE THE MARCH, WERE ORGANIZED BY THE GREEK LEFT AND 
FAR LEFT. ZEPPOS' ACT WAS OT INTENDED TO ENDORSE THE 
LEFT'S POLITICS BUT TO SHOW THAT ALL GREEKS HONORED 
AND PAID TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES AT THE 
POLYTECHNION WHILE PROTESTING AGAINST THE MILITARY 
REGIME AT THE SAME TIME IT WAS A MOVE TO PREVENT 
THE APPROPRIATION OF THE EVEN BY THE ANTI-AMERICAN LEFT. 

3. IF THE CANONIZATION OF THE POLYTECHNION WERE MERELY 

A CELEBRATION OF GREECE'S RETURN TO FREEDOM, IT WOULD BE 
OF INTEREST, BUT NOT CONCERN, TO THE UNITED STATES. 

BUT THIS YEAR, LIKE LAST YEAR, ANTI-AMERICANISM PLAYED 
A PROMINENT ROLE IN THE ACTIVITIES. AS THE ORGANIZERS 
INTENDED, THE MARCHERS - WHO WHILE PREDOMINATLY 
YOUTHFUL ALSO INCLUDED MANY MORE MATURE GREEKS - 
TRACE A ROUTE FROM THE POLYTECHNION TO THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO REINFORCING AN EXISTING 
IDENTITY IN THE POPULAR MIND BETWEEN THE AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENT AND THE JUNTA AND, HOWEVER ILLOGICAL IT 
MAY SEEM TO AMERICANS, INDIRECTLY AT LEAST BETWEEN THE 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND THE POLYTECHNION. THE GOVERNMENT, 

WHICH PRIVATELY AND TO SOME EXTENT PUBLICLY DEPLORES ANTI-AMERICANISM 

PROBABLY FELT, IF IT CONSIDERED DOING SO, THAT IT COULD DEFLECT 
THE MARCH FROM THE EMBASSY - BY CHANGING THE ROUTE - 
BUT ONLY AT THE COST OF DIMINISHING ITS IDENTITY WITH DEMOCRACY 
AND POPULAR FEELINGS, A POLITICAL PRICE IT APPARENTLY BELIEVED 
WAS TOO HIGH TO PAY AT THE PRESENT STAGE OF ITS HEAVY EFFORTS TO 
RESTORE DEMOCRATIC NORMALCY. 
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4. IT IS DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, TO MEASURE THE 
RELATIVE WEIGHT GIVEN TO "DEMOCRACY" AND ANTI- 
AMERICANISM BY THE CLOSE TO 350,000 PARTICIPANTS AND 
SPECTATORS IN THE NOVEMBER 17 MARCH. FOR MANY, 

REGRETTABLY TOO MANY, THE TWO ARE PRESENTLY INSEPARABLE. 

THERE IS, OF COURSE, A MINORITY WHICH REJECTS THIS 
CONCEPT. AMONG THEM ARE THOSE WHO WERE THOROUGHLY 
ALARMED BY THE PROSPECT OF COMMUNIST AND SOCIALIST 
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BANNERS FLUTTERING DOWN THE MAIN STREETS OF THE 
GREEK CAPITAL AND WHOSE GROWING FEARS OF THE "COMMUNIST 
MENANCE" WERE AGGRAVATED LAST NIGHT. 

5. FOR OUR PART WE CAN HOPE THAT, OVER THE YEARS, 

NOVEMBER 17 WILL BE INCREASINGLY A CELEBRATION OF 
DEMOCRACY AND DMINISHINGLY A FOCUS FOR STOKING ANTI- 
AMERICANISM. WE SHALL BE REPORTING SEPARATELY ON 
OUR EFFORTS BOTH THE THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COUNTRY-AT 
LARGE IN TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. 

KUBISCH 
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